
 

Singing Vowel Shapes 
for American English 

©2016 David M. Glasgow http://davidmglasgow.com 
( for more detailed information visit https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/) 

top of 
range

bottom 
of range

ɪ
(ih)

a
(ah)

ə
(uh)

lips 
relaxed

i
(ee)

æ
(aa)

ɛ
(eh)

e
(ay)

u
(oo)

ɔ
(aw)

œ
(oe)

o
(oh)

lips 
rounded

Stop, pa! Bob’s hot!

That’s Pat’s cat.

Fred fell ten steps.

The second syllable’s often neutral.

Hey, Dave! Stay! Play!

Rich split his lip.

We see fleecy teepees here.

Pause!  Wrong song!

Fir burned? Good; worthless.

No, don’t throw those!

You threw blue shoes?


